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To -GENERAL RIDGELY. -
A letter from General Charles ‘Sterelt Ridgely,to the ' aper-
o "’fnbrqf&_Mai'yland. o
o Fort Havy, Aﬁgust 2d; 1834
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" On'the 17th of July last, 'Mr. Merrill sent me hns_b}ll_ for
supplies furnished the different detachments of tgqops;cai!ed
out‘to quell the late riot-on-the Bdltimore and ‘Washingion

Rail ‘Road, fof my signature, amounting:lo :the yery ex:

travagant sum of :$872, which I -could.not.approve, i as$"

much as 1 discovered palpable errors in.some of ghem,and
he was not authorised by me to supply -any thing more
than the necessary provisions :and -refreshments for the
men and prisoners ‘that -were -stationed :at Waterloo.
Previous:to ithe arrival-of theBaltimore troops, I had made
drrangements withithe Agents of the Rail Road Company,
to have them supplied with provisions and quarters at the
several stations where I thought 1t necessary to place guards,
and never ordered or-intentded that. more.men should be
left at Waterloo, (Merrill’s) than were necessary to guard
the prisoners, and I believe there were not; but asit was
the most central poiat to assemble at, we f?unq it con-
venient to procure provisions (dinners and breakiast} at
that place for the several detachments as they came 1n,
previous to their being detached to the stations assigned
them on the line of the Rail Road, and 1 believe the detach-
ment from Annapolis, tnder Col. Chase, lodged there one
nmght. . o
I was not consulted, nor did 1 authorise liquors to the of-
ficers and men—and while I was at Waterioo, I saw none
a1 a L1 ML _ LI fae sk o datnshmant from the Savape
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Factory, amounts only to $42 out of the §872. I capnot
refrain from expressing my surprise, that the officers com-
manding detachmen's should have suffered such wanton
extravagance. Lt. Col. Campbell did not aWoorise .ur.
Merrili to furmsh his men with liquors as you will see from
his endorsement on Merrill’e bill. ~ Major Fivley has signed
the bill tor supplies furnished his men—and James H Wat-
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